
Sermon Notes 

 I AM - God’s Cure for Discouragement 
John 11:25 

 If you have lived very long in the human race, you 
understand discouragement. Because Jesus is the resurrection 
and the life, we can find the cure for these four discouragers. 

I. D______________ 

A. God’s D_______ and not God’s D__________. 

B. Delays are God’s reminder of the E________ T________. 

C. Jesus Christ is A_________ on T_________. 

II. D______________ 

A. Thomas was C___________ and C__________ even 

though he had doubts. 

B. D________ don’t mean we are F____________. 

III. D______________ 

A. It is a T________ which robs us of an A____________. 

B. It always R__________ you of what you C_________ do. 

C. There are P___________ and S___________ disabilities. 

1. S______ that keeps making your S____________. 

2. G_______ that haunts and won’t G____ away. 

IV. D______________ 

A. This leaves us L_________ and A__________. 

B. D________ for the D__________ of Christ is not fatal. 

“It’s F___________, but S____________ coming!”

Guest Editorial 

The Day Philip Joined the Group 

 He was 9—in a Sunday school class of 8-year-olds. Eight-
year-olds can be cruel. The third-graders did not welcome Philip 
to their group. Not just because he was older. He was 
"different." He suffered from Down's syndrome and its obvious 
manifestations: facial characteristics, slow responses, symptoms 
of retardation. 

 One Sunday after Easter the Sunday school teacher 
gathered some of those plastic eggs that pull apart in the 
middle—the kind in which some ladies' pantyhose are packaged. 
The Sunday school teacher gave one of these plastic eggs to 
each child. On that beautiful spring day each child was to go 
outdoors and discover for himself some symbol of "new life" and 
place that symbolic seed or leaf or whatever inside his egg. 
They would then open their eggs one by one, and each 
youngster would explain how his find was a symbol of "new life." 

 So… 

 The youngsters gathered ‘round on the appointed day and 
put their eggs on a table, and the teacher began to open them. 
One child had found a flower. All the children "oohed" and 
"aahed" at the lovely symbol of new life. In another was a 
butterfly. "Beautiful," the girls said. And it's not easy for an 8-
year-old to say “beautiful." Another egg was opened to reveal a 
rock. Some of the children laughed. "That's crazy!" one said. 
"How's a rock supposed to be like a ‘new life’?" Immediately the 
little boy spoke up and said, "That's mine. I knew everybody 
would get flowers and leaves and butterflies and all that stuff, 
so I got a rock to be different.” Everyone laughed. 

 The teacher opened the last one, and there was nothing 
inside. "That's not fair," someone said. "That's stupid," said 
another. Teacher felt a tug on his shirt. It was Philip. Looking up 
he said, "It's mine. I did do it. It's empty. I have new life because 
the tomb is empty." 

 The class fell silent. From that day on Philip became part of 
the group. They welcomed him. Whatever had made him 
different was never mentioned again. Philip's family had known 
he would not live a long life; just too many things wrong with 
the tiny body. That summer, overcome with infection, Philip 
died. 

 On the day of his funeral, nine 8-year-old boys and girls 
confronted the reality of death and marched up to the altar—not 
with a flower. Nine children with their Sunday school teacher 
placed on the casket of their friend their gift of love—an empty 
egg. 

—Paul Harvey

THIS Wednesday! 
 Join us at 4:30 PM for the Early Bible Class. Then stay for 
Chicken Spaghetti with sides and dessert in the Gym beginning at 
5:30 PM. Afterward, there are two Mid-Week Ministry opportunities 
for you. This will be our last night of community service until next 
year, so please sign up and help us go out with a great last effort! 
1. We have made a commitment to bring 39 volunteers to help at 

the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma. Masks are required and 
no open-toed shoes. Plan to leave the building by 6:00. We 
should be done and back to the building by 8:30. Please sign up 
to help at Connection Point or contact Ivan directly at (405) 
923-4964. 

2. From 6:30-7:00 PM there will be a group in the auditorium for 
singing practice. All are invited! 

Future Wednesdays 
 Beginning in October, we will take a break from our Mid-Week 
Ministry service nights for Fall and Winter. Then starting October 20 
our Wednesday evening schedule will begin at 4:30 PM with the 
Early Class, supper at 5:30 followed by a Bible class at 7:00 in the 
Chapel for anyone who would like to participate. There will also be 
a children’s class available.



Schedule of Assemblies 

 Welcome To Our 
Sunday Morning 

Family Worship 
September 26, 2021

Order of Worship 
Song, He Has Made Me Glad Ivan Gonzalez ......................
Welcome Ivan Gonzalez .............................................
Song, Lord I Lift Your Name On High Tim Holt ..................
Song #96, I Stand In Awe Tim Holt ................................
Song #100 & 101, Holy Ground Tim Holt .........................
Prayer Darius Hunt ...................................................
Song #180, Jesus Is Lord Tim Holt .................................
Communion Cliff Aldridge ..........................................
Song #108, The Lord is in His Holy Temple Ivan Gonzalez .....
Offering Cliff Aldridge ...............................................
Scripture Reading, John 11:17-27 David Martin .................
Song, Jesus Rose With All Power Tim Holt .......................
Message, God’s Cure for Discouragement Jeff Gardner .......
Song #778, Be With Me Lord Jimmy Lee .........................
Closing Announcements Jeff Gardner .............................
Prayer Chris Dillinger ................................................
Song #895, I'll Live in Glory Tim Holt.............................

Sunday 

Worship 10:00 AM 
Classes 11:15 AM 
Hispanic Class 5:00 PM 

Wednesday 

Early Class 4:30 PM 
Mid-Week Ministry 6:30 PM 
Hispanic Class 7:00 PM 

Thursday 
Ladies Class Noon

Attended Nursery from birth to 
2 years is available for Sunday. 
For transportation to Worship 

and Other Assemblies Call  
(405) 672-1311 M-F,  
9:00 AM-5:00 PM.

Response Form 

If you would like to respond to the invitation, please fill 
out this form and hand it to the minister when the 
invitation song is being sung. 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________   Date _____/_____/_____ 

I come in response to the invitation of Christ… 

To confess Jesus as Lord and be baptized for the 

forgiveness of my sins. 

To be restored and ask for prayers. 

To transfer my church membership from another 

church. 

To ask for specific prayers for myself or someone 

else. 

Comments: ______________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

Staff: 
Sam Day, Youth Minister 

(913) 353-4892 
Jeff Gardner, Senior Minister 

(405) 550-7658 
Ivan Gonzalez, Connections 
Minister (405) 923-4964 
Melissa Phillips, Children’s 
Ministry Leader (405) 625-3922 
Liz Zamudio, Secretary 
 (405) 476-7898 

Shepherds: 
Chad Barney (405) 821-6794 
Mark Carr (405) 740-4354 
Elmer Cochran (405) 203-7491 
Chris Dillinger (405) 830-6456 
Tim Hempel (405) 990-1729 
Dutch Schneider (405) 823-7913 
Melvin Thompson (405) 606-9253 
Rob Weaver (405) 301-4889 
Adiel Zapata (405) 664-7729

1901 Vickie Drive • Del City, OK 73115 
web: www.delcitychurch.org • email: office@delcitychurch.org

Announcements 
➡ Address Update: Jenni Garrett, along with William and Anthony 

have moved. Their new address is 4628 SE 19th Street, Del City, 
73115. 

➡ Community Cupboard needs all things BABY: Diapers, Wipes, 
Shampoo, Lotion, Powder, Food, Cereal, or monetary donations. 

➡ Fall DCYG Retreat will be October 8-10 at Camp LUJO (near 
Lawton). Cost is $60 per participant ($10 discount each for 
people in the same family). This year’s theme is “Hills and 
Valleys” and we will leave from the church building at 5 PM on 
the 8th, returning by 3 PM on the 10th. Please sign up at 
Connection Point. If you would like to be an adult sponsor, please 
contact Sam Day at (913) 353-4892. 

➡ Bridal Shower for Deonte Jackson and Alyssa Martin will be 
TODAY at 2 PM in the Coffee Shop. Contact Misty Martin for 
details. 

Condolences: 
Our sincerest condolences to William Casey (Jenni Garrett’s son) 
in the recent deaths of his great-grandmother and his dad 
(Walter Eugene Casey). William’s address is 4628 SE 19th Street, 
Del City, 73115 if you would like to send a card. 

Deepest sympathies to Misty Martin, Evelyn Weaver and 
Christina Thompson, whose mother passed away on 9/23. 
Memorial Service arrangements are pending. 

Thank You Note: 
“Church family—I’d like to give thanks to God. Next, I’d like to 
thank ALL of you for the outpouring support we got. We were 
surrounded & blessed with so much love. From cards to texts & 
meals, home remedies, running our errands & mowing our yard, 
prayers and so much love. We are humbled and forever grateful. 
From the bottom of our hearts we just want to say thank you! 
Dena, Amber and Darryn Marchbanks.” 

Dates To Remember: 
• TODAY @ 2 PM Bridal Shower in the Coffee Shop for Deonte 

Jackson and Alyssa Martin. Contact Misty Martin for details. 

• September 28 @ 7-9 AM Community Cup in the Coffee Shop 

• September 28 @ 4-6 PM Whiz Kids 

• September 29 @ 8 AM Men’s Breakfast @ Madison’s 

• September 29 @ 4:30 PM Early Class 

• September 29 @ 5:30 PM Supper in the Gym 

• September 29 @ 6:30 PM Mid-Week Ministry 

• September 30 @ Noon Ladies Class in Coffee Shop 

• October 3 @ 10 AM Missions Sunday - Many of those we support in 
missions will be joining us for Worship and Bible Class.

Please fill out an attendance card and pass to the aisle for collection at 
the close of worship. Yellow for our Guests; White for Members.


